Intravesical bacille Calmette-Guérin-induced multiorgan failure after treatment for transitional cell carcinoma.
Intravesical bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) has been safely used to treat stage Ta and T1 bladder carcinoma since 1976. This report presents the case of a 56-year-old man who presented with multiorgan failure after bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) treatment for stage T1 transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder. On admission the patient was jaundiced, had inflammatory infiltrates on chest radiography and required dialysis for renal failure. He had a persisting fever of unknown origin and elevated cholestatic liver function tests, which prompted a liver biopsy.This demonstrated hypersensitivity hepatic granuloma but no organism was identified. He responded well to steroid and antimycobacterial treatment. A small percentage of BCG-treated patients suffer hypersensitivity side-effects (pneumonitis, hepatitis or interstitial nephritis). This complication most commonly follows a traumatic installation. Mycobacteriumbovis is rarely cultured or identified using polymerase chain reaction techniques, and the diagnosis is based on histological findings of granuloma.